CLASSIC CRIMES
direction of the wound, which he deemed inconsistent with
suicide.
To rebut this weighty evidence the defence called no less
an authority than Sir Bernard Spilsbury, who held that neither
the site nor the direction of the wound was inconsistent with
suicide. The bleeding from and rubbing of the wound might
well have removed any blackening. Taking all the facts of
the case, he found nothing to exclude either suicide or accident
as a possible explanation. Any statements made by a patient
within 24 hours of delirium must be accepted with great
caution. Cross-examined, witness admitted that the position
of the wound was unusual in suicide. As regards removal
of blackening, much depended upon the amount of rubbing
and the condition of the skin. In this case, the discharge was
certainly not in contact with the skin* By the Court, if no
blackening were present, one must conclude that the muzzle
of the pistol was at least 3 inches from the head.
Shooting experts were examined on both sides. For the
Crown, Alan Macnaughton, gunmaker, Edinburgh, described
the character of the pistol- It could only be used for self-
defence; it was useless for rabbit shooting or for target
practice, owing to the shortness of the barrel. Cross-examined,
the smokeless powder in the cartridges produced caused less
discoloration than ordinary gunpowder. For the defence,
Robert Churchill, gunmaker, London, stated the results of
experiments conducted by him both in London and Edinburgh
along with Sir Bernard Spilsbury. He concurred with that
witness as to the ease with which blackening could be removed
by bleeding, washing, etc. He cited a case of a woman who
shot herself behind the right ear, and demonstrated the several
manners in which it was possible for Mrs. Merrett Accidentally
to have shot herself* Cross-examined, witness admitted that
it was uncommon for a woman to commit suicide with a
pistol, especially if unused to firearms.
In this conflict of skilled opinion, inconclusive to the lay
mind, much depended on the testimony of Mrs. Merrett herself
in the Ihfirmary, and it was desirable in the accused's interest
that the value of her evidence should be so far as possible
discounted. To this end the defence produced that dis-
tinguished alienist Dr. George Robertson, Professor of Mental
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